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to ſelf is to be hazarded; en this 
"conſideration, I. will ever, net 


withſtanding the long and male- 
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volent — I have-endured 
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1 5 nation; 4 wo, the obvious 
intent of this pernicious work is 2 
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trocious -crumes of his - tyrannic 
predeceſſors. The grievances at- 
tending - his government, which 
are but the bitter conſequences, or 
rather the fruits of ſeeds ſown by 
his anceſtors, ' are regarded as 
ſpringing immediately from the 
articular policy of his admini- 
wi Gy: and thus the cauſes: of 
political evils being never traced 
up to their ſources, - it is not ſur- 
riging that the generality of man- 
ind are fo , unfortunately divided 
in their opinions concerning their 
Cure. IDF Ho NPE MN 


- 


It is often retorted on ſpecula- 
tive reaſoners in policy, that not 
having been engaged in the prac- 
tical parts of adminiſtration, they 
are apt to * into refinements 


[ to J 


incompatible with the groſs and 
vicious nature of human affairs, 
Did theſe practical gentlemen ever 
attempt to prove that their ſpe- 
culative antagoniſts grounded their 
poſitions on a falſe miſtaken no- 
fron of a non-exiſting virtue in 
mankind,” there would be ſome 
weight in their aſſertions: but as 
all fyſtematical writers on the fide 
of freedom plan their forms and 

rules of government on the guſt 
grounds of the known corruption 
and” wickedneſs of the human 
character, I ſhall be apt to ſuſ- 
pect with the vulgar (a) (when 
on the authority merely of their 
ex ce without argument or 


prook, ſtateſmen . regulat 


: 


60 Vide Thoughts on the Cauſe of the 
preſent Diſcontents, p. 64. 
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ons drawn up on principles of 
public good, and to countera&t 
particular intereſt) that their o i 
nions are ſolely formed on ſiniſter 
views. 


4 . 
— 


i That the modes of government = 
which have ever been impoſed ow | 
credulous man, have' been all of 
them- not only deficient in prot 
ducing the juſt ends of 4. 
ment, vis. The full and impar- 
tial ſecurity oß the rights of na- 
ture; but that they have been ra- 
ther formidable and dangerous 
cabals againſt the peace, happi- 
neſs, and dignity of ſociety, 1s not 
owing; to any moral impoſſibility 
in the forming a ſyſtem which 
ſhould anſwer theſe juſt. ends. 
The wiſdom of man is fully ade- 
quate to the ſubject. It would 
B 2 be 


= 


be unworthy the idea we ought 
to form of God, to ſuppoſe him 
fo capricious a bin as to beſtow 
that high degree of wiſdom and 
1 which we often ſee diſ- 


played, in regulating the more 
lng concerns of life; which 


we ade diſplayed in the ſup« 
port of tyrannic and deſtructive 
ſyſtems; and the not rendering 
him adequate to regulations ſo ne- 
ceſſary to his ſecurity, happineſs, 
and perfection; and hh which, 
all che benevolent deſigns of Pro- 
vidence in his creation — to 
by ot _ fruſtrated. 


Ts plas a form of government 
perfect in its nature, and conſe- 
quently: anſwering all its juſt ends, 
| Is FROUTES my Impoſible1 in it- 

. ſelf, 
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ſelf nor beyond the abilities of 
man, but it is the work of an in- 
dividual. The generality of man- 
kind are too fond of accuſtomed 
eſtabliſnments, however pernici- 
ous in their nature, to adopt ma- 
terial alterations; and this propen- 
ſity has ever afforded full oppor- 
tunity to. the intereſted to reject. 
every part of reformation which 
tends effectually to eſtabliſh pub- 
lic good on the ruins of * 
intereſt. 5 SF». AIR] . 


. . 6. 4 ah 
10 ; 2817 


In tracing the origin of all go- 
vernments, we find them either 
the produce of lawleſs power or 
accident, acted on by corrupt in- 
tereſt; the ſame circumſtance 
which attends the formation of 
government, attends what is call- 


ed 
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their reformation, of this the hiſ- 
of our own country, aftords a 
melancholy example. In all the, 
great ſtruggles for liberty, true re- 
formation was never by the ruling 
party either effected or even in- 
tended, the flaws in the Revoluti-. 


on fyſtem left full opportunity for 
private intereſt to exclude public 


——— 


their ſtruggles againſt former ty- 
rannies had gained the confidence 
of the people, to erect againſt the 
liberties and. the virtue of their 
truſting countrymen, the under- 
mining and irreſiftible hydra, court 
influence, in the room of the more 

— hs etleſs t mon- 


, Ignore. 


E 


A ſyſtem of corruption began 
at the very period of the Revolu- 
tion, and growing from its nature 
with increaſing vigor, was the po- 
liey of every ſucceeding admini- 
ſtration. To ſhare the plunder 
of a credulous people, cabals were 
formed between the repreſentatives 
and the miniſters. Parliaments, 
the great barriers of our much 
boaſted conſtitution, while they 

Yreferved its forms, annihilated its 
Ft; and, from a controuling 
power over the executive parts of 
government, became a mere in- 
ſtrament of regal adminiſtration, 
It would be invidious and even te- 
dious to repeat the moral and po- 
litical evils which the ſyſtem of 
government which took place at 


the Revolution, and which has 
241 i be en 
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been mt ly, and with little al- 
teration ſyſtematically carried on 
from that period to the preſent 
times, has produced: the 2 
tive grievance of a debt of one 
hundred and forty millions, a grie- 
vance which operates powerfully 
and variouſly againſt public free- 
dom; a ſtrong military ſtanding 
force, contrary to the very. exiſt- 
ence of real liberty; an army of 
placemen and penſioners, whoſe 

vate intereſt is repugnant to the 
welfare of the public weal; ſep- 
tennial parliaments, in violation of 
the ficmeſt principle in the conſti- 
tution; and heavy taxes impoſed 
for the ſingle advantage and emo- 
lument of individuals, a grievance 
never 1 to any people, not 


ener Faſlayed, 


on 


| Had 
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Had any thing more than 2modz 
of tyranny more 'agretable to the 
intereſts of the ariſtocratic faction, 
who took the lead in the oppoſi- 
tion to the arbitrary adminiſtrati- 
on of king James, been the pro- 
bable — quence of the Revo 
lution mocked! important eircum- 
Gn the annals of Gur coe 
try had never a- Ke ur qosg 


f \REOLIY 41 Ano 1723 : ab 11 


2b Thebxuhſfiowos 4 
ers Have ever been 1 
a jealous eye by a miſinformed and 
ſelfiſn 'ndbility.- "Eo:dimihiſh' the 
force of ne acquired privileges, 
and as à bulwark t6 the party 
againſt the dreaded veigeance of 
a routed, though hardly ſubdued 
faction, "the power of the reigning 
prince was to be ſtrengthened by 

EC 


every 


— Win 
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e diabolical engine which the 
ſubtle head and corrupt heart of a 
ſtateſman could invent. The na- 
tion, inſtead of being the pay- 
maſters, were to become the cre- 
ditors of government. The larger 
the national debt, the ſtronger 
as ſuppoſed to be the operation 
of this ſtate engine; the more the 
people were beggared, the more 
it diminiſhed their conſtitutional 
| zndengy ; and the largeneſs 
bf. e tevenue, neceſſary for the 
ſupply of ſo; expenſive, a govern- 
ment, with the yearly intereſt to 
be paid to its creditors, it was 
foreſeen would: afford variety of 
excuſes for levying exorbitant tax- 
es on the public ; and thus the ma- 
nagement of the revenue would 
e ſo large an additional power 


to 
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to the crown, as to make a 
amends for the wer 2G few idle 
a prerogatives. U en TEN 2169 
$3344 | 3-4 n (4431.1 + 6443 SIGN 54 163 
The wicked ſyſtem of: polity 
ſet on foot by the leaders af the 
Revolutioniſts in the reign of king 
Wilklam, and which proceeded 
perhaps more from fear of perſonal 
ſafety. than from any very malicious 
intent àgainſt their country, was 
thoroughly co 1 under the 
adminiſtration of their ſons; but 
whilſt this ſtate faction, who call- 
_ themſelves. whigs, but who in 
reality were as muchiithe deſtrur- 

* though: concealed enemies 
of public Ibertyg as were its mere 
a becauſe mare: av Ed 
antagonifts the tories, -whillt; cheyx 
\nece.lovying ther base 
C 2 what 


— —_ P — 
, . 


_ blikment of — 
jeſ his ow intaveſts anch inclhinati- 


> E ho was: railect —— 
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what they termed inveterate Ja- 
cobites- and prejudiced; repuhli- 
cans, it never came into their heada, 
that they were undermining their 
on power, and, conſequently, 
rendering the crown ſtrong enough 
tifet all parties at dehance, to put 
them- on their good behaviour, 


aud do treat them, with. that gen- 


tempt Which is natural tag ſove- 


Wien EG plegitude. of den 


dent power 410) wht lonoms! 
205d 2020! Hats 10 4108 * ET i; 
A timid prrice, in danaduh- 
gut, will ſub- 


onst ta the interefls 


ag unclinati- | 
onsof ther faction by 


ed foecelſors will bes to 
fon ll bp 2 


voutable a light than as a ſtate of 
ſplendid vaſſalage, and be tempt- 
od to make uſe of * ſuperior ad- 

vantages of his — to throw 
off N nN a er en 
Ons. * IIS} 

bet the loſs of Weir * 
his preſent majeſty's habe af 
played the mdependent greatneſs 
of his fituation; is the only grie- 
vanes which a large faction in this 
country ſuppoſes 0 exiſt among 
ud, and the only grievanee they 
wiſh to ſee removed, has been ge- 
nerall ſurmiſed by the jealous 
friends of That they 
——— 
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of the public, it was nail to 
imagine; but that they ſhould pro- 
claim it to the — and endea- 
vour to argue mankind. into ha- 
zardous exertions of — for 
their particular intere 
a conſummate piece of — 
on, which nothing could make us 
believe practical politicians to be 
guilty of, had we not been con- 
vinced to the contrary by the ob- 
vious tendency of the work inti- 
tled, 1 Thoughts on the Cauſe of 
the preſent Diſcontents, ſuppoſ- 
ed to — written by a man whom 
we may juſtly eſttem the; . 
of the faftion: 1 e 24h 03 0. 
ene 5 % 8 lr ot VILE 
A wy a bk where all the fetters 
laid upon public liberty are not on- 
oy regarded with indifference; but 
10 treated 
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treated as neceſſary evils, cathode 


be: ſuppo rted / — aboliſhed, we 

cannot help ſmiling to hear the 
author _— all e power of elo- 
quence pathetically lamenting, as 
a man who had remotely felt ſome- 
thing of the humiliation, the de- 
pendent, invidious, and mortify- 
ing ſtate of that very immediate 

ſlave. to an abſolute monarch, a 

miniſter of ſtate: we cannot, I ſay, 
help "TURE to hear a philoſopher 
a politician lament the natu- 
ral dee of thoſe very cir- 
cumſtances which he eſteems ne- 


A in * ale 


N cannot help Wende at 
| the corruptneſs of the heart, and 
the deception of the head of the 
lame writer, who, whilſt he em- 


phatically 
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phatically ſets forth the tyranny 
growing from a truſt too long con- 


* FS En Tr CITE" SSL == 


i plated in deſpair] in the utmaſt hat moby 
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00 A vigilant and jealous eye over u. 
tory and judicial magiſtracy, = anxious cart 
of. public money, an openneſs approaching 


towards facility to public complaint; theſe 


ſeem to be the true characteriſtie of an houſt 


of commons but an addreibg houſe of com- 


mons and a petitioning nation; an bouſe 
commons full of idence when the nate 


with miniſters whom the people regard with 


the utmoſt abhorrence; who vote thanks, 


when the-public call upon them for i 
ments; who are eager to grant, when the ge- 
neral voice demands account; who in all diſ- 
putes between the people and adminiſtration 
eſume againſt the Op: Who puniſh their 
iſorders, but refuſe to inquire into the pro- 
1ons to them: this is an — 

monſtrous ſtate of things in this conſtitytion ; 
ſuch. an aſſembly may be a great, wiſe, and 
awful ſenate,” but it is not to any: popular pur- 

poſe an houſe of commons. 1 
8 


timued to parkarnents,: G abo | 
| 7 — | 
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 Intalygilclpiming agzinft the quick 
. hands, 


Ge This change from an immediate tate of 


procuration and delegation to a courſe of act 


ing as from original power, is the way in which 
all the popular magiſtraries in the world have 


been per verted from their purpoſes: it is in- 
deed their greateſt, and ſometimes their in- 
curable corruption; for there is a material 
diſtinction between that corruption by which 
Particular points are carried againſt reaſon 
(this is a thing which cannot h prevented by 
human wiſdom, and is of leſt vonſequence) 


and the corruption of the principle itſelf; for 


then the evil is not accidental, but ſettled; 
the diſtemper becomes the natural habit. 

For my part, I ſhall be apt to concluge the 
principles of parliament to be totally cotxupt- 
ed, and therefore its ends entirely defeated, 
when I ſee two fymproms;; firſt, a rule of ir 
diſcriminate ſupport to all miniſters, becauſe 
this deſtroys their very end as a controul, and 


is a general previous ſanction to miſgovern- 


ment.; and ſeoondly, the ſetting up any claims 
adverſe to the right of free election, for this 
tends to ſubvert the legal authority by which 
Hoy , 7G i Df ie ts ee 


„ 79 
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er commenſurate, they 
ene; in paclinment ibe whole is excouted 


of the vonſtiadtion, is in danger of being loſt, 


thoughts on the Cauſe of the . Dif: 
| _—_ p- 35. et ſeg. 
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hands, on the ſhallow pretence of 


the Horri ble diforders W 
e 


————— es — TP 


They who will not conform their conduct 
to the public good, und cangat ſupport it by 
the prerogative of the crown, have adopted a 
new plan; they have totally abandoned the 
Mattered and old faſhioned fur tem ot pneraga- 
tive, undanade a lodgment in the ſtrong-hold 
of parliament itſelf. If they have any evil 
to which theres nooardinary legal p] 
bring ãt 4ntb-parhke- 


* 
the ning 0 18 
Jute,” und theifafety in proceeding perfect; no 


rules to cone, no after reokoning to terrify: 
nem cannot with any great rie 
— n einer for things in which 2 
have'beon accomplices. Thus the con- 
a parkament upon the executory power 
oft,” becauſe parliament is made to par take 
in'evoery(confideratle act of government im- 


peachryent, that graat guardian of the purity 


even to the idea of i . 


ere neee. 


of carnuption,. gives fas. th 2 


| frequent * the commit 


ting every three years the indepen- 
dent gentlemen of the c counties. 12 7 * 
ta, a conteſt; with, the treaſy £4 

What was it which fiſt 158 | 
to and increaſed theſe diſor ders! to 
the prelent formidable, pitch? but | 
the lucrative proſßect which a feat | 
in parliament, in the 12 5 mode 


c 
riching the repreſentative, at at the : 


expence of his coun and e 
tuents; i 7 — cauſe and 


the effect will ceaſe; take away 
from the by a quick 


and thorough wee round of 
rotation, every fueh lucrative and 
corrupt proſpect of private inter- 
eſt, and the warm contention for 
fats in parliament, bath an the 
ſide of government, and indivi- 
29 2 n 3 
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dusls, "oy will fi bile Into 4 coolneſs 
ieh vill reduce ſuch elections 
to the quiet calmneſs of a nom1- 
nation. for. pariſh officers, If tti⸗ 
ennial parliaments will not ſerve 
the turn, change the half, or the 
whole of your parliament yearly, 
and deprive your'te reſentatives 
$ 5 corruſ t and ſtand 974 intereſt + 
in the legiſlature, (c) by debatri 
| every e of Eee of ing 
= of re-ele ion under A dera 
h term of * 5 N 
4 49 114 
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ment of a corrupt and ſtanding intere An 
ihhe legzidaature, by rendering them incapable 
of erving any ſiniſter views of the court, muſt 
 effeually deſtroy the venom of that influence 


_ » Which the author of the Cauſe of the 


Niſcontents ſeems to think. e Boca 
| * ny 2 


It 
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It certainly never ought to be 


regarded as à crime, to endeavour 


by every honeſt means to advance 


to ſuperiority and power thoſe of 
our ſentiments and opinions; but 
at a time when our expiring liber- 
ties, when che corruption of every 
ſalutary pfiticiple in the conſtituti- 
on calls inſta 
ſpeedy and effectual reformation, 


to mere endeavours to advance 


patty or friends to ſuperiority and 
ple, whoſe intereſts EY 


power, the p 
ſeem entirely out of the. jon, 
would act wiſely to ſuffer the con- 
tenders to fight their own battles, 
without in «ay ſenſe engaging ! * 
the he vl lz e 
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ly and loud for a 
ſhould the contention be reduced 
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-- Equally warm is the aut 
the Cauſe of the preſent Diſcon- 
tents againſt every othet conſtitu- 
tional propoſition for the remedy- 
iꝛg che growing cvils of our go- 
venment, as againſt the orthodox 
1 Principle: of rotation; a. place. bel 
.# awould ſet the executive. power 
| Fariance with-the legiſlative, — 
hazard the forms of our excellent 
daten. la gaſv er io the laſt 
_ ap objection, the forms of a conſti- 
ttltioa is of little advantage when 
its ſpiuit is loſt and to the firſt, 
an independent parliament, the 
intruted 


iament: of the people, is 
with 1 to 
keep the executive parts of the go 
vernment in a ſubordination, which 
—_ prevent any poſſible infringe- 
ment 


* 1 
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